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Lehman Trikes helps foster growing segment
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fter Rod Yanagida teamed up with Lehman Trikes in

1999 tor a booth at Honda's annual Wing Ding rally, he

returned to his shop in Lincoln, Meb , with an empty

trailer. "We sold two lrikes, took in a trade and then sald
the trade, too,” he recalls. "It was the first rally where we went
down with a load of inventory and came back with nothing and a
sulcase full of money.”

One of the most noliceable changes laking place in the powersports
industry is the increasing popularity of three-wheeled motorcycles,
and one of the leaders of this three world is Spearfish, 5.0, -based
Lehman Trikes. In 2001 the company generated more than 512 millian
in revenue, and since then its annual revenus has nearly doubled to
22 millian in 2008 The dealer-direct company has seen its dealer
base increase fram abaut 100 two years ago to 130 today, and its
business s focused primarily in the U5, and Canads
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by Doug Dalsing

To get an idea of the arc of the trike segment in general, one can
just look ta the story of Lehman Trikes, John Lehman, the company's
founder, built his first trike for his wife Linda in 1984, Werking in his
homea garage, Lehman tonk the differential and metal body from a
Chevy Vega and allached it Lo & Honda CBY00 — he was ahle to sall it
shortly afterward. Then Lehman went through a cyele of building and
selling trikes customer-direct, while Lehman Induslines was slarled
the following year. Eventually, though, 1.5, dealers wanted inon this
coltage industry, and the first one to sign up was Creasy's Handa of
Lexington, Tenn., in 1991,

Since then, Lehman Industries transformed into Lebrman Trikes,
Inc., and tha dealer base has, of course, blossomed, Gane are the
days of selling trike conversion kits one at a time ta anybady that
riade an order, and here are Lhe days of Lehman Trikes selling
products exclusively through its dealer network., Hands down,
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